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February 22nd, 2013 
 

Letter of Reference for Dan Kerr 
 

It is a pleasure to write this letter of reference for Dan Kerr whom I have known since August, 
2010 in my capacity as Lower School Principal at Shanghai Community International School 
(SCIS). SCIS is a private, co-educational school catering to the children of the expatriate 
business and diplomatic community in Shanghai. Dan is currently the Middle School Principal 
and given our roles, sizeable divisions and the nature of the compact urban campus upon which 
we are located, we work closely with each other on a regular basis. 
 
Dan is an inspiring person and a passionate and highly effective school leader. He has a 
gregarious personality, which has endeared him to students, parents and teachers alike. Dan is a 
very visible school leader and the community that he serves appreciates his open door policy. His 
personable and responsive nature instills confidence in many of our community members who 
are typically engaged in significant transitions in their lives. 
 
During his time at SCIS Dan has been responsible for the transformation of our Upper School, 
establishing a dedicated Middle School for students in grades six to eight. He has worked 
tirelessly to ensure that the Middle School has a strong identity, which centers on responsibility 
and service to others. Dan has been responsible for various initiatives that support this such as 
service learning projects, a character education program, establishment of a house system, and 
dedicated advisory time. 
 
The reputation of the Middle School under Dan’s leadership has flourished. He has worked hard 
to hire and retain quality faculty who are committed to the school’s community ethos, a shared 
Middle School vision, enhanced student learning, and continued professional development. Dan 
is extremely supportive of his faculty and committed to professional growth through his 
leadership of professional learning communities and the modeling of technology as a tool to 
enhance teaching and learning. 
 
As a member of the school’s senior leadership team Dan is a knowledgeable, supportive and 
committed colleague. He approaches challenges optimistically and is a team player. While he is a 
strong advocate for his Middle School students and programs he is willing to be flexible when 
necessary for the greater good of the school. I enjoy working alongside Dan and appreciate his 
insights and candor. 
 
Dan Kerr is a fine example of a school leader who serves as an excellent role model for students 
and colleagues. He has my highest recommendation and I encourage you to seriously consider 
asking him to join your team as either an Elementary or Middle School Principal.  Please do not 
hesitate to contact me at apowell@scischina.org should you require any further information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Andrew Powell 
Lower School Principal 


