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As part of our new Middle School 
service learning initiative at SCIS 

Hongqiao this year, we collectively 
embarked on and recently completed an 
exciting fundraising campaign to help raise 
money for Cancer Research. It was rolled 
out through our Middle School House 
System as a fun competition between the 
five houses. The outpouring of support and 
enthusiasm from the entire community was 
inspiring indeed. It was heart warming for 
me to see our young adults take this on so  
eagerly as an opportunity to give back to 
our surrounding community, as well as an  
opportunity to truly make a difference in 
the lives of others. I would suggest that 
Cancer is a disease that has touched us 
all in one way or another, and it’s a cause 
that our beautiful Middle School students 
authentically rallied around. 

The event also included a fun filled  
recreation night, complete with a bake sale, 
a guest lecture from a renowned physician 
and cancer researcher, and a walk-a-thon 
at the halfway point of the four-week  
campaign. This entire fundraising event was 
easily the highlight of our first semester, 
and it’s left the students clamoring for  

another opportunity to collectively give back. 
After the initial idea was conceived and 
approved, the fundraiser was organized 
by our Student Council Leadership Team, 
in conjunction with our House System 
and our fantastic student House Captains. 
They all did a remarkable job creating 
awareness throughout our community, 
and getting the Middle School parents, 
teachers, and students excited and eager 
to contribute. We ended up raising more 
than $5,000 USD for the Shanghai Cancer 
Recovery Club.  As a culminating activity 
and incentive to the kids, I shaved my 
head into a brightly colored blue Mohawk, 
which represented the winning Water 
House team. The literal and figurative 
buzz that day was something that I’ll never 
forget, and again, the enthusiasm and  
passion that this event created in our 
school made my heart swell with pride. 
Check out the following link for the video  
http://youtu.be/blD-HYsNbkw.  

I have been unbelievably impressed with 
our students, our teaching faculty, and our 
parent community who all embraced this 
tremendously worthwhile endeavor. It 
feels good to be a part of such an  

outstanding, caring, and socially responsible 
Middle School, and it is educational  
initiatives like this that truly get to the 
heart of what’s important in the lives of 
our students in my opinion. 

Service learning has been something that 
we’ve tried very hard over the past three 
years to bring to life here at SCIS, and this 
has been a huge step in the right direction. 
Students are now looking at ways to  
contribute on a smaller scale, with  
initiatives that are relevant and personally 
important to them. I’ve seen the number 
of random acts of kindness increase lately 
and I’ve seen kids acting empathetically 
towards each other in ways that are new, 
exciting, and inspiring. It feels like we’ve 
turned a corner and the momentum in 
our young Middle School is ramping up. 
It’s events like these that will help form 
the fabric of who we are and it’s only the 
beginning. It feels so great that I might just 
keep the Mohawk!
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